FRANCE

The Core of France.

The core of France is the old block
of the Auvergne Plateau, on whose
top are the broken-down cones of
prehistoric volcanoes, known locally as
" puys." From this central core the
great tributaries of the Loire and the
Garonne come down. The eastern edge
of this plateau is called the Cevermes,
from the top of which you can look
eastward across the Rhone valley to
the snowy peaks of the Alps. The
Mont Cenis Tunnel bores through these
Alps to provide a way from France
into Italy.

France is a busy manufacturing
country, too, especially on the northern
coal-field, where large factory towns like
Lille, Roubaix, Tourcoing and Cambrai
make linens, woollens and cottons, as
well as goods of iron and steel. The
great silk city is Lyons, where the
Sa6ne joins the Rhone. Every one
who knows anything about fine china
and porcelain has heard of Sevres and
Limoges.

Great French Ports.

The important French port of Mar-
seilles has soap factories and fish
canneries; it is the centre of trade
with the French colonies in Northern
Africa and in the Far East. Bordeaux
does great business with the Latin
republics of South America, as well as
with Northern Africa and Western
Europe to whose ports she sends her
clarets and brandies.

Brest, which figures in the stories
of both the World Wars, is too far
from Paris and too much out of the
way at the end of the peninsula of
Brittany to become a really important
commercial centre. Cherbourg is better
off and nearer Paris; it is a regular
port of call for many Atlantic liners.

France has much to offer those who
love beautiful things, and all who are
interested 'in her past history. Brittany
and Normandy are not only pleasant
in their little villages, their pastures
and orchards and flowers, and their

A ROMAN  WATER CHANNEL
The Romans   built many fine aqueducts.
The example shown above is the Font dn
Card, outside the city of Mines, in France,
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MARSEILLES HARBOUR
The transporter bridge over the old harbour
at Marseilles.    Marseilles is the principal
seaport of France.